
 

 

WENDOVER PARISH COUNCIL 

ONLINE QUIZ 2020 - ROUND 2 QUESTIONS 

 

1. Read the following and then answer the simple question below. 

 

 Quentin Despard, managing director of Despard Chemicals, was fanatic about time. He 

left his house each morning at 6.10 am precisely, arrived at the station at 6.25 am, to 

catch the train at 6.32 am. 

 

Each evening he left the factory at 5.45 precisely, caught the 6.10 pm train to arrive 

home at 7.35pm. He was always the last to leave the factory except for the four night-

watchmen whose presence was essential because of the highly confidential work carried 

out in the factory. 

 

This particular morning, one of the night watchmen, Charlie Prentice, as he came off 

duty, demanded to see Quentin Despard.  

 

“Whatever you do Mr Despard do not get your usual train tonight. I had the most vivid 

dream last night of that train being involved in a serious crash in which all the 

passengers were either killed or seriously injured. Please, catch another train”. 

Despard laughed, “I don’t believe in dreams foretelling the future, Charlie. It’s a lot of 

hokum. Go home and relax.” 

 

With a heavy heart Charlie Prentice left the factory while Quentin Despard forgot 

about the warning having to deal with an emergency on the factory floor causing him to 

miss his usual train. 

 

When he arrived home, an hour later than usual, he found his wife in a state of near 

collapse. She had just heard that his usual train had been involved in a serious 

accident….. 

 

The following morning Despard called Charlie to his office.  

“Charlie” said Despard,” here is a cheque for £500 for saving my life and you are 

fired!” 

 

Why did Quentin Despard sack Charlie Prentice? 

 

 

 

 



Now here are the usual questions. 

There also from the 2010 quiz! 

 

 

2. Edward Elgar is a well-loved composer. Which instrument did he play 

professionally? 

 

3. Which prince did Alexander Borodin turn into an opera? 

 

4. In which film did Alec Guiness and his associates turn gold bullion into Eiffel 

Towers? 

 

5. In which film was Alec Guiness and another mob outsmarted by 77year old Katie 

Johnson? 

 

6. Mrs Cate Douglas received a CBE in the 2009 honours list. How is she better 

known? 

 

7. Tula Ellice Finklea partnered both Fred Astaire and Gene Kelly. How is she 

better known? 

 

8. Entomophobia is a fear of what? 

 

9. Oenophilia is a liking of what? 

 

10. ‘The only thing to do with good advice’ said Oscar Wilde, ‘is to…..’ What? 


